








Ramsey, Amos O. “Oak”:

Amos O. “Oak” Ramsey, 86, of Chillicothe , passed from this life Sunday evening, Nov. 15, 2009 at
his residence following an extended illness. He was born Feb. 19, 1923 in Chillicothe , the son of the
late Amos Andrew and Mary Jane (Jenkins) Ramsey. On May 11, 1947 he married Myrtle L.
McCutchen who preceded him in death July 28, 2009.

Surviving is a daughter, Myrtle “Marlene” Ramsey, daughters and sons-in-law, Brenda and Les
Wolfe, Deana and Fred Woodruff and Diana and Marion Moss, a son and daughter-in-law, Keith and
Yvonne Ramsey and a son, Gregory D. Ramsey and his partner, Brad Smith, all of Chillicothe, 8
grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren, a sister and brother-in-law, Beatrice and Rev. Neil Park,
Waverly and a brother and sister-in-law, Everett and Ann Ramsey, Chillicothe and a host of nieces
and nephews including Roger (Donna) Ford, GA. His parents and a brother, John Ramsey preceded
him in death.

Mr. Ramsey was an employee of Mead paper, retiring in 1985. He was a U.S. Navy veteran, serving
in WWII and was a Life member and Past Commander of American Legion Post 757, a
member of VFW Post 108, AMVETS 4 and the 40 et 8.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 am Saturday, Nov. 21, 2009 in the Fawcett Oliver Glass and
Palmer Funeral Home with Rev. Aaron Satterfield officiating. Burial will follow in Floral Hills
Memory Gardens with military honors by the Ross County Veterans Honor Guard. The family will
receive friends at the funeral home from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on Friday. Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Legion Post 757 Gifts for Yanks, 289 Cooks Hill Rd. , Chillicothe , OH 45601

A note from Amos "Oak" Ramsey's granddaughter:

“It’s with a heavy heart that I bring some sad news to you. The USS Holt family has lost another
member. My grandfather, Amos Oakley Ramsey, passed away yesterday evening. Also, His wife,
Myrtle, just passed away July 28",

He was so proud of his service to his country and loved all who served with him.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like.
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or his daughter, Brenda Wolfe, I
Jaymie Shirkey

Swartz. Robert L. “Bob”:

Madison, Wisconsin: Robert L. “Bob” Swartz passed away on October 8, 2009 at Oakwood East
Rehab. Center. He was born on May 13, 1924 in Brodhead, Wis, the son of Stanley and
Ernestine(Ward) Swartz. They moved to Madison when Bob was four years old. He went to West
High School and the UW-Madison. He graduated in 1950 as a chemical engineer. He then worked at
Oscar Mayer for 33 years , retiring in 1983. During World War II, Bob served in the U.S. Navy
aboard the USS Holt which was a destroyer escort. They survived two Japanese airplane attacks in
the South Pacific. After the war, Bob enjoyed hunting and fishing.

Bob married Dorothy in 1965, and she survives him. He is also survived by nephews and nieces,
Bob(Susan) Ashton, Bill(Ardis) Ashton, and Wally Anderson, eight great-nieces and nephews, their
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families and many friends. He was preceded in death by his sister, Dorlyn Ashton, and her husband,
Clay, and a niece, Nancy.

Memorial services will be held October 17, 2009, at 1:00 PM. At the TREE OF LIFE CHAPEL.
Oakwood East, 5565 Tancho Drive, Madison. Inurnment will be held in Roselawn Memorial Park.
Memorials may be sent in his name to The Oakwood Foundation, 6201 Mineral Point Road.,
Madison, Wisconsin 53705.

RECENT NEWS ABOUT SHIPMATES AND FAMILY MEMBERS

Phillip Corriher: We received a note from Wilma Corriher that her husband, Phillip, has been ill
and is now located at the Veterans Administration Medical Center, Room 105 , 1601 Benner Avenue,
Salisbury, NC 28144. Wilma asked for prayers and visitors for Phillip.

Al Gebauer: Is now in a Hospice facility near his home. Cards can be mailed to him at his home
address: Al Gebauer, 5043 Northshore Drive, Polk City, FL 33868. Al’s wife, Anne, is recovering
from a broken leg.

Lois Morgan: Has fully recovered from a serious fall and injury that happened last November and
required five days of hospitalization.

2009 REUNION SUMMARY. By Jeff Cope:

The 2009 HOLT Reunion was held in Chattanooga, Tennessee at the Chattanooga Choo-Choo Hotel
from August 6th to 9th. A total of 53 people attended including 8 crew members.

Paul Pickett and his daughter, Debbie Pickett Hightower, arranged the entire reunion; however, Paul
passed away one week before the reunion took place. Debbie and Jerry Hightower hosted the
reunion, in Paul’s absence, with help from friends and did a fantastic job with tours and ensuring
everybody was entertained. Thursday night after people arrived at the hotel, a Luau held Southern
Style barbecue was enjoyed by everybody with Luau decorations and attendees dressed in their
favorite Hawaiian attire.

On Friday the crew members and families rode electric shuttle busses to the Tennessee River Gorge
Explorer to enjoy a very scenic ride down the Tennessee River on a unique high speed catamaran.
After the boat ride, lunch at the Big River Grille, and the impressive Tennessee Aquarium were
enjoyed by all. Dinner at night was on your own and some enjoyed dining aboard the famous
Chattanooga Choo-Choo railroad car.

Saturday brought more tours of the area including “the world’s steepest passenger railway”, the
Incline Railway, to the top of Lookout Mountain. The bus then brought us to famed Rock City
Gardens. You may remember many barns with the roofs advertising to “See Rock City” and we

finally got to see in person the beautiful Rock City with its natural rock formations, trails, gardens and
fantastic views.



Saturday night was the banquet for the reunion. People were greeted by World War II era music by
the "Sweet Georgia Sounds" Band and enjoyed the music during the excellent dinner. After dinner,
retired Rear Admiral Vance Fry gave an inspiring and entertaining speech. Following the banquet, a
friend of Debbie and Jerry’s, Keith Arimura, photographed all reunion attendees. A portion of
Keith’s and Jerry’s photos are included at the end of this newsletter.

Sunday was a free day for everyone to do as they chose. Some people needed to leave, some visited
in the hospitality room, some went shopping, some others were daredevils and went hang gliding(Jeff
Cope, Sandy and Ken Oliver), and one, Jeff, added a cave exploring expedition to make his day
complete.

There was discussion during the banquet if reunions should continue since the number of crew
members attending was getting smaller. It was decided by the crew members they wanted to continue
and everybody was in agreement since the Hightowers did a fantastic job arranging this year's reunion
the next reunion in 2010 should also be held in Chattanooga at the Choo-Choo Hotel. We look
forward to seeing everybody there!

Excerpts from a letter written by Shipmate Bob Hoover regarding the 2009 Reunion:

“What a time we all had in Chattanooga! ...The hospitality room was the best ever; wheelchairs and
stuff for us members of the “cane gang” (we never were split into two groups: the lame and the sound
of limb!). Bingo was a real rouser. And we all had a chance to renew old stories.

We were thoroughly entranced by the restoration of the 1940's railroad culture. (The Chattanooga
Choo-Choo Hotel) deserves a medal for what they have accomplished.

The reunion provided an opportunity to know my shipmates in ways that were impossible during the
artificial social caste system of the wartime Navy. ...I was remarking to Ellen today that this is the
first time I have ever felt like a real ship-mate.

...the flag hoist signal for “Well Done” is T-V-G...” Bob Hoover, August 14, 2009

A Special Note of Thanks Regarding the 2009 Reunion - By Debbie Pickett Hightower:

The 2009 Reunion of USS Holt Shipmates was held at the Chattanooga Choo-Choo Hotel in
Chattanooga, Tennessee between August 6 - August 9, 2009. My father, USS Holt Shipmate Paul
Pickett, spent most of the year between the 2008 Reunion in Boston and the 2009 Reunion in
Chattanooga planning for the 2009 Reunion. He wanted to make certain that all of the arrangements
were in place in a way that would be pleasing to Holt shipmates and their families. On June 19, 2009,
however, Daddy was hospitalized and spent seven weeks in intensive care. On July 28, 2009 Daddy
went home to be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I was extremely close to my dad and was
devastated by his death. However, I knew how much the USS Holt shipmates and their reunions
meant to my dad; therefore, I knew that we needed to make the reunion happen. I also knew that it
would be one of the most difficult things that I would ever have to do, but we had to do it for Daddy,
the other shipmates and the shipmates’ families. Thanks to the wonderful help from some of our very
special friends in Chattanooga and from our USS Holt Family, the 2009 Reunion was a success.



I have become very close to the USS Holt shipmates and their families since I have been attending the
reunions with my dad. My dad loved having the opportunity to see his shipmates every two years! 1
feel that it is very important for the shipmates to get together whenever possible. Therefore, we are
planning another reunion in Chattanooga on August 5™ thru 9%, 2010. We will be sending more
information on the reunion arrangements as soon as we finalize them.

My husband, Jerry, and I have been helping Daddy with the USS Holt Shipmates Association
Newsletter since Bill Morgan passed away. There is no way that we can do as good of a job as Bill
did, but we are willing to continue with the newsletter and the reunions as long as the shipmates and
families want us to do so.

If anyone has information that they would like to be included in the newsletter, please send it to:

Debbie Hightower, I
|

2010 REUNION: CHATTANOOGA, TN - AUGUST 5% - 9%,

Planning is continuing for the 2010 Reunion of the USS Holt Shipmates Association. The
following information is provided to assist in scheduling and encourage as many as possible to attend:
1. Reservation Dates for Hotel Rooms: Thursday, August 5th thru Sunday, August 8", Departing
on Monday, August 9th.
2. Hotel: Chattanooga Choo-Choo (Holiday Inn); Phone No.: 1-800-872-2529; web address:
http://www.choochoo.com/ Base room rate, not including taxes: $92(same as 2009). Reunion
attendees are again responsible for making their own room reservations. A block of 25 rooms is
being held in Hotel Building No. 1 until July 19, 2009. The Reunion Hospitality Room will be
located in this building. Building No. 1 also has an indoor pool. For those who would like to arrive
early or depart after the 9", the same room rate will apply two days before and after the schedule
dates, based on the availability of rooms. Since rooms may be canceled as late as 6:00 p.m. the day
before arrival, we are encouraging persons to go ahead and make a reservation. If you do not reserve
your room before July 21st, you will have to pay the standard room rate, if rooms are available.
3. Airport Transportation: Free airport shuttle to and from the hotel from the Chattanooga
Metropolitan Airport. Reunion attendees are again responsible for making their own travel
arrangements and reservations. The shuttle can be reserved ahead of time by calling the Choo-Choo
Hotel, or by using the courtesy phone in the Chattanooga Airport Baggage Claim area to call the
Choo-Choo Hotel. They will pick you up in approximately 15 minutes.
4. Reunion Events:

Thursday. August Sth: Evening: Welcome Dinner: “Fun and casual; details to be
announced later” at the Choo-Choo Hotel

Friday. August 6th:

A) Morning - Tour: Details still in planning; however, will likely include a cruise and lunch
aboard the Southern Belle Riverboat.

B) Afternoon: On your own; visit with friends in the hospitality room or many options for
sightseeing or visiting attractions, such as:
Tennessee Aquarium: web address: http://www.tnaqua.org/index.asp
The TN Aquarium is a “world class” fresh and salt water aquarium, designed by Boston Architect,
Peter Chermayeff. The TN Aquarium features the twelve story, 130, 000 square feet “River Journey”
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with fresh water and salt water exhibits from all over the world, and the ten story, 60,000 square feet
“Ocean Journey” with exhibits including: Penguins, salt water fish, and an excellent butterfly exhibit.

C) Evening: Dinner in the hospitality room or nearby restaurant, followed by Bingo in the
hospitality room.

Saturday. August 7th:
A) Morning: Tour: We are considering offering “Pick a Tour™: the option of one of two

guided tours. Instead of an expensive bus, we have several friends with vans who have volunteered to
help transport people. This would also keep cost at a minimum:

a) Chickamauga-Chattanooga National Military Park(nation’s second largest military park
behind Gettsburg), including a tour of a museum and renowned gun exhibit at the park. This
battlefield was the site of a key battle in the War between the States. Or:

b) Tour of Lookout Mountain Scenic Attractions: Rock City and Point Park(N ational
Military Park)

B) Lunch - location to be determined

C) Afternoon - Visiting with friends in the hospitality room or sightseeing on your own

D) Evening - Banquet at the Choo-Choo Hotel, casual attire.

Sunday. August 8th:
A) Morning/Afternoon - Visiting/Bingo with friends in the hospitality room or

sightseeing on your own. We may eat lunch as a group at the hotel or another location.

5. Other Reunion Activities:
- Socializing, catching up on family activities, and more sharing of USS Holt

stories by her shipmates!
- Very exciting Bingo games on Friday and Sunday (and maybe on Saturday), with

many prizes to be given away!

We look forward to seeing everyone in Chattanooga!
If you have any questions about the reunion, please call Debbie Pickett Hightower at HEEE
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In order to continue with the planning of the 2010 Holt Shipmates Reunion, it is important to
get your feedback. Please respond by February 28, 2010 (or as soon as possible) on the form
below whether you would possibly attend or not.

USS HOLT (DE 706) SHIPMATES ASSOCIATION

2010 REUNION SURVEY
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
PHONE NUMBER:

YES, I would likely attend the 2010 USS Holt Reunion in Chattanooga, TN

Probable number of persons attending, including yourself:

MAYBE. I would like to attend the 2010 USS Holt Reunion in Chattanooga, TN;
however, I am uncertain at this time if I will be able to attend or not.

NO, I would likely not attend the 2010 USS Holt Reunion

PLEASE RETURN TO: Debbie Pickett Hightower
USS HOLT (DE 706) Association

4805 Greenview Lane

Hixson, TN 37343



