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NEWSOF SHIPMATESAND THEIR FAMILIES

Phil DeFosses advises that his wife, Rita, had heart
surgery last spring and back surgery in August. Sheis still
recovering and they hope to be able to attend the reunion
this May.

Ed Bouchard has been under the weather with a pinched
nervein his neck.. Ed is planning on making the reunion
thisyear. It will be good to see him asthelast timehe
attended was in Pennsylvaniain 1994!

Dave Miller said he received an early Christmas
present....anew hip.! It’sworking just fine and aside from
missing afew months of golf, heis good as new and we
expect to see him at the reunion.

Oak Ramsey has been recovering from a heart attack.
We’re hopeful that he will be able to come to the reunion,
but it’s questionable right now.

We were recently advised by CynthiaAmbli Temple that
her mother, AnnaMae Ambli, widow of Chief Y eoman
Ambli, died in February, 1999.

Marion Gebert, wife of Bosun Marshall Gebert, had a
heart attack on a plane en route from San Diego to

Harry Helgeson came up with a couple of gems from the
past....(1) Remember the pile of crushed and crumbled
fruit cakes that were stacked on the after deck ? They were

Chicago. Fortunatdy, the planewas nearing
Chicago, so an ambulance was on hand to take her to
the hospital. Marshall had stayed home with a tricky
back problem. Marion’s planned two day visit with
her daughter and granddaughter turned into a several
week’s stay.

A note from Joe Conti’s sister says he enjoys
receiving the Newsletter and any other mail from his
shipmates. Joe had a stroke several years ago and is
inanursing home. He doesn’t speak and is confined
to awhed chair. 1’m sure he would appreciate
hearing from his old shipmates. His addressis c/o

We'll keep al theseill shipmates and their familiesin
our prayers. |f you know of others who areill, please
let us know so we can pass theword to all the
shipmates.

Jim and Cate Dettling have had a busy year
traveling...a Caribbean cruise, trips to Michigan and
Virginia and an Alaskan Cruise with awest coast
tour. They’ve had great fun.

sent by the good people of Bay City, MI, but
unfortunately, the mail kept chasing after us and we
did not get them until several months later. (2) The













dark night at sea off Luzon when the enemy fleet was
reportedly heading our way. Later, after battle stations
was secured, someone muttering, “I’m going to write home
and say, Yes Mom, it can be scared out of you!”

New address for Bob and Kathy Schieferstin is' |
Their

tlephone number 1

Edward J. Bresette has a new address:
.. He moved from
the cold weather of Nebraska to the warm climate of
Arizona......also to be near his son.

Olive Swift, widow of Gunners Mate Gilbert Swift, has a

new address... | NG
Bl Pesse update your address rosters.

Mail to Mrs. Grace O. Brown, widow of Bob Brown was
returned as “unddliverable.” Effortsto find her have been
unsuccessful. If anyone knows where sheis, pleaselet Bill
Morgan know.

Don Fredette is spending the winter in Florida and says he
plans on making the reunion on his way back to Vermont
in the spring.

HOLT REUNION

Timefliesby! Injust alittle over three months, we will
be meeting in Hampton, Virginia. The reunion dates
areMay 3 - 6, 2000 at the Holiday Inn & Conference
Center, Hampton, VA. Make your reservations by
calling 1-800-842-9370 or 1-757-838-0200. |dentify
your self as being with the USSHOLT (DE 706)
reunion group to take advantage of the $70.00 per
night room rate (single or double). Taxes of 10% will
be added. Your reservation must be guaranteed with
a credit card or a one night deposit, refundable if
canceled threedays prior tothearrival date. The
Holiday Inn’s addressis 1815 West Mercury Blvd,
Hampton, VA 23666-3229 and their FAX number is 1-
757-838-4964. |f you wishtoarriveearly or stay late,
thisroomrateisgood for threedaysprior to the
reunion and up to three days after thereunion. There
aremany thingsto do and seein the Tidewater area of
Virginia surrounding Hampton.......Colonial

Saturday, May 6th - Thisisan open day. Spend it
with your shipmates in the hospitality room or takein
any of the many sights ar ound the Hampton Roads
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Williamsburg isjust a short drive up theroad as
isYorktown. Also, thereare several very good
nautical museumsin the area and lots of other
inter esting sights.

Theregistration form isincluded with this
newsletter. Please send the completed form with
your check to Paul Pickett.

Register as soon as possible. Be sure and make
your hotel reservations no later than April 2" to
get thereunion rate. After that date, reservations
will be on a space available basis.

Tour times and other data will be in your
registration packet that you pick up upon arrival
at the hotel.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Wednesday, May 3, 2000 - arrival Day.
Hospitality Room will open about noon.

Thursday, May 4th - Visit the MacArthur
Memorial in downtown Norfolk......a short drive
thru “Old Norfolk”.....Board the “Spirit of
Norfolk” for atwo-hour luncheon cruise of
Norfolk harbor.....re-board the bus for a short
visit to the MacArthur Center (a new shopping
mall) then return to the hotel. Thistour runs
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Friday, May 5th - Today, we will take a motor
coach tour of the Norfolk Naval Base and the
Norfolk Naval air Station......some 8000 acr es of
primer eal estate adjacent to downtown Norfolk.
Thisisthe home port for about onethird of the
entireU. S. Fleet! Following the naval basetour,
we will visit the Norfolk Botanical Gardens
(consisting of 155 acres of flowers)......then to Fort
Monroe for lunch at the Officer’s Club and a tour
of thishistoric Army post. Thistour runsfrom
8:30amto 3:30 pm. (Note: Check your
registration packet when you arrive for possible
changesin times of thesetours).

area. Around 5:00 pm, we plan on a photo
session, with the banquet at 7:00 pm.







































The hospitality room will be open each day. We will
have several drawings for door prizes. Also, we’ll
raffle off a 16 x 24 framed photo of the HOLT ($150
value) and a brass plaque on a walnut base depicting
thevital statistics of the HOLT. We had one at the last
reunion and everyone seemed to likeit.

In past reunions, the ladies have brought samples of
their favoriterecipes.....such as candy, cakes or cookies
for folksto enjoy. We urgeyou to do so again this
year. If you furnish arecipe, please bring several
copiesfor distribution.

Airlines serving Norfolk, VA Airport include
Northwest, Continental, United, US AIR and Delta.

GOLF: Anyoneinterested in playing golf, contact Doc
Steinhauser at (954) 979-6724. We under stand from
thelocal folksin Hampton, that the golf cour ses rent
clubs, so you won’t have to hassle with bringing your
own.

To date, we have 24 already registered, including fir st
time attendees, Russell & Barbara Coates and Edith
Sutherland (wife of Donald Sutherland, SoM 2/c) and
her son, Dr. Larry Sutherland.

OTHER STUFF

About ayear ago, John and Mary Anne McGauley were
visiting family n New Jersey. Russdll Coates and his wife,
Barbara, got the McGauleys, Bob DeAngdlis, and Jay and
Joan Decker together for an evening of fun. The group
photo reflects a good time was had by all.

TheU. S. fighter planes were rigged with cameras to
record the airborne operations. Butch dove into the enemy
and continued the attack, using all his ammunition. Then
he would dive and try to clip awing or tail off an enemy
plane.....anything that would make the enemy planes unfit
tofly. Hedid everything he could to keep the enemy from
reaching the American fleet.
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Know thisfela? It’s Oak Ramsey in 1945 and again
in 1985. Oak has been aregular at all our reunions
and we hope his health will allow him to attend this
year.

AN INTERESTING STORY

During the course of World War |1, many people
gained famein oneway or another. One man was
Butch O’Hare. Hewas afighter pilot assigned to an
aircraft carrier in the Pacific. Onetime his squadron
was assigned to fly a particular mission. After he
was airborne, helooked at his fuel gauge and realized
that someone had forgotten to top off his fud tank.
Because of this, he would not have enough fuel to
complete his mission and get back to his ship. His
flight leader told him to leave the formation and
return to the carrier. As he was returning, he spotted
aflight of Japanese planes heading for the fleet.
With al thefighter planes gone, the fleet was almost
defenseless. Hiswas the only opportunity to distract
and divert the enemy planes. Single-handedly, he
pressed home the attack on the enemy aircraft.

Finally, the Japanese squadron broke off the attack.
Butch O’Hare and his plane, both badly shot up,
successfully limped back to his carrier. Hetold his
story, but not until the film from the camera on his
plane was developed, did they realize the extent he
went to, to protect the fleet.



He was recognized as a hero and given the nation’s highest
military award. And, as you might know, Chicago’s
O’hareairport is named after him.

Prior to thistime, in Chicago, there was a man named Easy
Eddie. Heworked for aman named Al Capone. Al
Capone was not famous for anything heroic, but he was
notorious for the murders he committed and the many
illegal things he had done.

Easy Eddie was Al Capone’s lawyer and he was very good
at his profession. Infact, because of his skill, he was able
to keep Capone out of prison. To show his appreciation,
Al Capone paid him very well. He not only earned big
money, he would get extrathings, like a residence that
covered a city block of Chicago. The house was
surrounded by a fence and contained all the conveniences
of the day, including a staff to maintain the place.

Easy Eddie had a son. Heloved his son and gave him all
the best things while the boy was growing up; clothes,
cars and a good education. And because he loved his son,
hetried to teach him right from wrong. But onething he
could not give his son was a good name.

Easy Eddie decided that this was moreimportant than all
theriches hehad. So, he went to the authorities in order to
rectify thewrong he had done. In order to tdl thetruth, it
meant he would have to testify against Al Capone, and he
knew that Capone would do his best to have him killed.
But he wanted most of all to try to be an example and to
do the best he could to give his son back a good name. So
he testified against Capone. Within ayear, he was shot
and killed on alonely Chicago strest.

This sounds like two unreated stories, but Butch O’Hare
was Easy Eddie’s son.
LADIESNOTE:

A new wrinkle for the ladies activities.....
while the men are in their business meeting, the
ladies will meet to exchange giftsin a unique way!!
(Details at the reunion). For now, the ladies should
plan to bring a small, wrapped gift, costing $10.00
or less. It can be something unique to your state of
residence, something funny, ridiculous or whatever
you wish. The only criteria....the gift must be small,
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wrapped and cost $10.00 or less. This should
be fun!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MAY 3 -6, 2000

HOLIDAY INN &
CONFERENCE CENTER

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA

SEE YOU THERE!



